
 
 

 

 

 

BJ Kurtz has called Sierra Vista her home for her entire life. A graduate of Buena High School, she has fallen in 

love with the area and wishes to call no other place home. She has been writing fiction since middle school, but 

as a youth she wrote a sports column for the Herald as well as developing an edition of the Cochise College 

magazine, The Mirage. 

She wrote her first full-length fantasy novel when she was a sophomore at Buena, which would later turn into 

the first novel in her successful Atlantis series. BJ prides herself on writing stories that question the power of 

human relationships while entertaining readers with the essence of paranormal and fantasy plots. 

 

Her New Age novels are enjoyed by many types of readers of many different ages who are looking for character-

driven stories that will captivate the mind. BJ spends her days inspiring the students in her classroom to break 

boundaries and reach for the stars, just as she currently attempts. She balances this passion of instruction, 

motivational speaking, and writing while featuring the beauty of this city in her recent novels. In 2016, she earned 

two teaching awards. 

 

She was a top 9 finalist for the U of A/Circle K Outstanding High School Faculty Awards program as well as 

AFA 2016 Cochise Chapter Teacher of the Year. She is also a member of Sisters in Crime as well as the  

Huachuca Art Association. 
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Lois Bravo lived in the Puget Sound area, of Washington State for some 40 years. It is a 

beautiful green state but very few sunrises or sunsets are visible. In the 1980’s she purchased her 

first 35 mm camera to take on vacation to Mexico where she captured sunsets and sold one as her 

first sale as a photographer. 

When she retired to Sierra Vista in 2009, the hummingbirds ignited her interest in capturing 

these fast moving birds in her photography. She spent hours in her backyard, Ramsey Canyon and 

Miller Canyon to capture the beauty and grace of the many hummingbirds that pass through the 

area.  She loves living here because all she has to do is walk outside or in her neighborhood to 

find and photograph the unique and beautiful wildlife, sunsets, sunrise and flowers. 

Lois has traveled to Australia, Fiji, Alaska, South American, Caribbean and Costa Rica. 

She has beautiful shots of native kangaroos, koalas, birds and scenery. She takes her photos with a 

Nikon 5100 and a 300mm lens. 

Lois’s venue is mounting photographic prints on blank greeting cards, canvas, metal, 

calendars and framed photography. She has been presenting her talent for 5 years at local craft 

shows and now is showing in the Huachuca Art Gallery at 1835 San Paseo Luis, Sierra Vista. She 

received a Special Award from the San Pedro River Art Council photo contest. She has received 

many ribbons at Tombstone Art Gallery which is held annually. 

When Lois became a member of the Huachuca Art Association. She entered a Photo 

contest and received prizes for 2nd and 3rd for her entries and sold all her entries. She then 

became the bookkeeper for the Association. Bill Willis was the Chairman of Art in the Park 

and became his assistant during 2014 season. So in 2015, she volunteered to be the chair for 

the following year. Her duties are to assign booths to vendors, then submit photos for jury to 

the committee. She spends 3 days during the show helping vendors with questions, set up and 

keeping them happy. This job is a year round project since we receive applications for the 

following year on the last day of the current year show. 

Lois is a board member of Huachuca Art Association and is their treasurer/ bookkeeper. 

Lois will have prints, cards, coasters and framed photography for her show. 

Featured Photographer ~ 

Featured Artist reception Saturday  

, 3:00-5:00pm 
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HAA Library 
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Collection 
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Visit Our Member’s Web Sites 

Trilby Arnold — www.trilbyarnold.com 
Katherine Baccaro — www.baccarobooks.com 
Joanne Berry — bizbfineart.com 
Patty Dunbar— www.patriciadunbar.net 
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Roderick Stevens — www.restevensart.com 
Dave and Karen Stryker — 
www.sites.google.com/site/gemspaintingstilecreations/home 
Susan Rae Thatcher — www.DiscoveryRanch.info 
Angus Bowie Wilson - www.ArtWanted.com/Angus Bowie Wilson 
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Member News 
&Information 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Hi ho, Artyfolks, 

Well it’s almost June, and so we can say goodbye to the sweet, soft zephyrs of 

spring (ha ha, wink wink), and say hello to fire season. Statewide, it is already 

starting early, so here’s hoping that we can make it through to the monsoon season 

without any major catastrophes, at least not until after we have had our annual 

picnic, which this year will be held at Brown Canyon Ranch. The date will be 

Saturday, June 23, and since we can expect it to be a very warm day, the picnic 

will be starting at about 5:30pm, and we can stay until dusk. Look for more details 

elsewhere in this Artyfacts. 

I want to thank Amy Gelley and Kuni Blacklock, (both of whom have 

recently resigned their posts as gallery directors), for all of the contributions that 

they have made to the gallery over the past couple of years, and for doing the 

many duties and deeds that tend to remain unseen and unsung until nobody is 

there to do them. As much as we’d like to think that the gallery runs itself, we 

know it really doesn’t. So much work needs to be done behind the scenes, and we 

rely on volunteers for almost all of it. Fortunately, we have recently had some new 

volunteers step up to help, and I will be working with them and with Sue Ziegler 

to get all of the administrative duties covered. 

The Big, Bold and Beautiful Supersized Art Show is all over, and while it did not 

bring in the big bucks that we’d hoped for, it was a challenging and rewarding 

project for many of the participating artists, most of whom had never before tried 

to do anything that large. And having all of those very large pieces together in one 

place made for such an impressive display, that we have decided to continue 

showing large artworks by gallery artists there in the studio, as wall space permits. 

There is room there for about six pieces at a time, and we plan to rotate them on a 

regular basis. If you are a juried-in artist, have a painting that is too big to display 

in your allotted gallery space, and you would like to have it hanging on the studio 

wall,  please let me know, and I will put you on the waiting list. 

Just a reminder, in August, the Gallery will be featuring wild bird art to coincide 

with the Southwest Wings Birding Festival. This year our reception falls on the 

same day as the last day of the Festival. Also, we will be getting some publicity on 

the Festival website, so we are hoping to attract more birders looking for some 

sweet remembrance of the event on their way out of town. So this might be a good 

time to start thinking creatively about out fine feathered friends. 

Also, with Art in the Park fast approaching, we are looking for designs for the 

cover of the Herald insert, to also be used for posters and other advertising. More 

details in this ArtyFacts. 

Happy June, and stay as cool as you can. 

Liz Horning 

2018 Calendar of Events 

If you have anything to add to the 
schedule, please contact the Gallery 
Director. 

FIRST Monday is lessons in 
watercolor, 10 to 12:30 taught by 
Carol Reilley to register call 
520.803.0802. Addition Private
lessons.  Summer break. 

Tuesday each week Oil painting 
Lessons 10 to 1. Taught by Mary 
Martin. To register contact the 
Gallery. 803-1078 

Wednesday of each week, drawing 
and painting session with a live mod- 
el, $8 fee, 10 to 12. Call 
520.803.0802 to register.  Summer 
break for these sessions.

Thursday & Friday of each week, 
Open Studio, no fee, 10-4, fun, info 
sharing, support. Bring your own 
supplies and project to work on. 

2nd Monday of each month Paper 
Arts Group 12:30-2:30. w/Gabrielle 
LaFargue contact her at 335.6877 or 
gjlafargue@gmail.com or Carolyn 
Yeutter. bcyeutter@gmail.com. 
Resume in September 2018

Board meetings are now 
being held on the third 
Monday of the month at 

1 PM 

If you wish to do a monthly

presentation or workshop please 

contact Sue Ziegler 520-803-0087 

sueonly6@gmail.com 

Gallery change out last 

Sunday and Monday of Each 

Month. 

July Articles 

for Artyfacts 

due June 17th 

mailto:gjlafargue@gmail.com
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May Paper Arts 

Sheila Moreau showed our group how to make some very beautiful greeting cards for our May 

session. Each person had their own favorite die cut to include on their cards. 

There will be no paper arts classes June, July & August. Check in our future Artyfacts 

for details about the September Paper Arts class. Enjoy your summer vacation! 

CALL TO ARTISTS! $75 PRIZE 
ART IN THE PARK INSERT CONTEST 

It's time again for our annual contest to come up with a design for the cover of this year's SV Herald 

"Art in the Park" insert, which comes out in the Sunday Herald the week prior to Art in the Park. 

This is the design that we will also be using for the posters and all of the other AITP advertising for 

2018, so it needs to be adaptable to different formats - from square to somewhat vertical. We are 

looking for an image that is bright and bold and that evokes the spirit of Art in the Park. There will 

be lettering - "The Huachuca Art Association Presents the 47th Annual Art in the Park , at Veterans' 

Memorial Park, October 6th & 7th, 2018". But unless you choose to use some of the lettering as an 

essential part of the design, you do not need to bother with it at all, beyond maybe indicating where 

it might go. You can do your design either with traditional media or digitally. If you do choose 

to do it digitally, the file size needs to be large enough to be printable at an 11 x 17 size. If it is done 

with traditional media, you will need to be able to submit either the original art, or a high resolution 

photo of it. 

The deadline for entries is August 15, 2018. Email your entry to Liz at: Lhorningfa@q.com, and 

Lois at: Libravo@live.com. Or you can mail the original or a photo of it to: Huachuca Art Assn., PO 

Box 748, Sierra Vista AZ 85636. Or, you can drop it off at the Gallery during regular Gallery hours 

mailto:Lhorningfa@q.com
mailto:Libravo@live.com
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ANNUAL HAA PICNIC AT BROWN CANYON RANCH 
Don’t miss this year’s HAA picnic at the ranch on June 23, taking place from 5:30 

pm until dusk. Due to the seasonal fire restrictions, we cannot cook there, but one 

way or another, the HAA will be providing either burgers or sandwiches. Bring a side 

dish or dessert, a chair, and a guest if you like. Also, you might want to wear a hat 

and some comfy shoes. 

Directions to the Ranch: Off Hwy 92, go west on Ramsey Canyon Road to just past 

Calle Metate, and look for a dirt parking area on the right. Turn there and follow that 

road, which ends at the ranch house. Please carpool if you can, as parking at the 

ranch house is limited. 

TWO SEPARATE ART CLASSES WILL BE 0FFERED AT 3 O'CLOCK WEDNESDAYS, ONE 

FOR YOUNGER KIDS AGES 6 THROUGH 9, IN THE "DINING ROOM", AND A SECOND 

CLASS FOR AGES 10 AND UP WILL BE HELD IN THE LARGER STUDIO ROOM. 

Pat Coker, an experienced 8th grade and high school art teacher is joining the "staff" and is teaching 

age 10 and up. She offers four lessons for $50. Pat may be reached at tishybess55@hotmail.com. 

Joyce Griffith, specializing in younger children, will continue to teach ages 6 through 9 in the small 

dining room. Four lessons are $28. Joyce can be reached at 456-0061 or 

joycetheartist123@gmail.com. 

There is a sign-up clip board in the front of the gallery as well.  All Materials furnished. 

Join Elizabeth Riordon in Introduction to Colored Pencils 

She will hold 3 classes on Tuesdays in June 2:00 - 4:00 pm at the studio 1835 Paseo

San Luis The cost is $40 for the 3 classes – contact Elizabeth at jariordon@aol.com for

further details  Her phone number is 443-285-1074 to get dates.

mailto:tishybess55@hotmail.com
mailto:joycetheartist123@gmail.com
mailto:jariordon@aol.com
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Claudia Apperson’s “Seeing class, not a drawing class” 

One Day Workshop-Saturday June 16th   Cost is $45 

List of Supplies to bring: 
6 sheets 14”x17” drawing paper 

1 2h graphite pencil 

1 6b graphite pencil 

1 stick black charcoal 

1 black fine point “sharpie” 

1 square 6” piece of cotton fabric (any pattern) 

Claudia Apperson was a free-lance art teacher since the 1970’s in Phoenix, Arizona. She has been a resident of Sierra 

Vista since 2002 and has opened her home studio to teach drawing. “It’s always been my joy to help individuals 

discover their talent. So many people have exceptional artistic gifts which lack of time or lack of confidence have 

been left unexplored.  Sometimes just a few classes to learn some simple techniques can lead to real results.” 

Working primarily in oil or pastel, colored and graphite pencil, pen and ink, scratchboard, and even twigs are also 

mediums of choice for this versatile artist. She has received several ribbons at judged shows in southeastern, Arizona. 

Locally, her work has appeared on the front page of the Sierra Vista Herald and in the Tempo Magazine. She teaches 

drawing in her home studio but still finds time for weekly classes in Benson in porcelain doll making which has been 

a hobby since 2006. 

“I’m offering this workshop on drawing because years of teaching has proven to me that most of us are not seeing our 

subjects clearly enough to visually communicate well. With that in mind, this workshop will be more about ‘seeing’ 

differently than developing skill. I will, however, in the first part of the workshop introduce as many different  

drawing mediums as time will allow. My goal is to give as many tips to de-mystify drawing as I can. It isn’t really as 

difficult as many artists believe. I honestly think unlearning some early programming is extremely helpful.  To  

anyone who wishes to improve their drawing skills, ‘Let me help.’” 
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Upcoming Events! 
• Featured Artist Reception June 2nd

3-5pm

• Claudia Apperson’s “Seeing

class/Drawing class” workshop 6/16

• HAA annual picnic June 23 5:30-Dusk

General Membership 
January 1 through December 31 of each calendar year. 

Available categories are as follows: 
Individual $35 
Family (2+) $40 
Sustaining $50 

$17.50 after July 1 (new members only) 
$20.00 after July 1 (new members only) 
$25.00 after July 1 (new members only) 

Supporting Sponsorship (no vote) 

Student $10 
Honorary Life (70+)Free (Must have been a paying member for at 
least 5 years.) 

Individual $10 ArtyFacts subscription only 
Group $35 $ 17.50 after July 1 
Corporate $100 $ 50.00 after July 1 
Patron $500 $250.00 after July1 

Membership entitles you to receive our monthly newsletter, ArtyFacts, show discounts, workshops, preference in limited enrollment activities and HAA voting privileges. 
Members may have their own listing on our web site. Members receive a discount on Art in the Park fees and a slight advantage in the Art in the Park jurying. 




